was a Protestant neither by inheritance nor by
early education. Although a lively interest in the
currents of religious controversy soon shook the
bases of his Catholic belief and left him in a state
of doubt and indecision, his change of faith did
not occur definitely until he was nearly thirty
years of age. By that time he had already trav-
elled extensively and taken his degree at the
University of Padua. He was still pursuing his
legal studies in Italy, when he happened to read
a treatise which convinced him by its clear and
candid exposition of theological problems. The
author was Melandlhon. Languet was eager to
meet the man of whom he afterwards wrote to
Camerarius that "among all the docftors of the
faith he seemed to me the only one who sin-
cerely sought truth and sound religion;" and as
there remained several points on which he re-
quired fuller light, he resolved to go to Witten-
berg. The result of this visit was that he not only
became confirmed in his conversion, but entered
into relations of the closest intimacy with Me-
landlhon. The intercourse between them, which
was founded as much upon temperamental at-
tracftion as upon intellectual sympathy, proba-
bly had no small share in shaping both Lan-
guet's convidtions and his character. In a letter
to Sidney, he himself refers to the trait of open-
mindedness which his contemporaries attributed
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